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Haiti
Country Facts
Annual population growth: 
2.493% (2008 est.) 
Infant mortality rate: 
62.33 deaths/1,000 live births 
Life expectancy: 57.56 years  
Literacy: 52.9% 

Unemployment rate: 
widespread unemployment 
and underemployment; more 
than two-thirds of the labor 
force do not have formal jobs 
(2002 est.) 
Population below poverty 
line: 80% of the population 
living under the poverty line 
and 54% in abject poverty

GDP real growth: 
3.2% (2007 est.) 
GDP (Purchasing power 
parity): $11.38 billion (2007 
est.) 
GDP per capita: $1,300 
(2007 est.) 

Agriculture: coffee, mangoes, 
sugarcane, rice, corn, sor-
ghum, wood.

Industries: sugar refining, 
flour milling, textiles, cement, 
light assembly based on im-
ported parts 

Disaster Casualties
 423�t��  deaths 
 657,105�t��  people affected; 
about 8% of the total 
population.
 111,391�t��  people were 
forced into temporary 
shelters.
 10,425�t��  houses have been 
confirmed to be de-
stroyed, and 44,334 suf-
fered significant damage.  

History

Established: 1982
Families served: 2,000+
Cost of housing solution: from $1,000 for a home repair to $7,000 for a 
new home

Habitat for Humanity has 26 years of experience serving needy families 
in Haiti. It has provided more than 2,000 families with housing solutions 
(1,794 of which with new homes) through a variety of initiatives includ-
ing projects for new home construction, progressive building, and home 
improvements. It also builds capacity in construction skills, disaster miti-
gation and financial literacy, and works in coordination with  community 
and government actors.

Devastation of the 2008 Hurricane Season

Between August 9 and September 7, tropical storms and hurricanes Fay, 
Gustav, Hanna and Ike consecutively pummeled Haiti. 

In Gonaives, Haiti’s second largest city with a population of 500,000, 
�Á�R�R�G���Z�D�W�H�U�V���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���W�K�H���W�H�Q���I�R�R�W���P�D�U�N�������������������K�R�P�H�V���Z�H�U�H���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���R�U��
damaged in Gonaives alone.  Compounding the situation, bridges and 
roads into the Gonaives area were washed out, and reliable land access 
has only recently been reestablished.

Vulnerability to Disaster

 Families in inadecuate housing are more vulnerable to disasters – •	
which happen often, since Haiti lies right on the hurricane path in the 
Caribbean. 
A total of 15 severe tropical storms or hurricanes have hit Haiti in the •	
last 14 years.
Habitat plans to help to rebuild after the hurricanes of 2008, as well as •	
mitigate future disasters, utilizing hurricane-resistant home designs.
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What does Habitat plan to 
do to help? 

Within the first six months, depen-
dent upon support from donors and 
partners,  Habitat plans to: 

repair 100 homes, •	
build 100 core homes based •	
on those designs, and
train 200 families in disaster 	•	
mitigation techniques. 

Project Elements

Repair 1000 Homes
In Haiti, people build incrementally 
of a period of years even up to 10 or 20 years. Loans from Habitat can help 
families improve their home and quality of life, including 
essential repairs and improvements (roofs, walls, floors, sanitation solu-
tions/latrines), and house completions making the investment to finish a 
home.

 Build 1000 New Core Homes
The core housing unit replicates the traditional Haitian practice of build-
ing incrementally, beginning with the basics and progressing with addi-
tions over time. 

This also allows Habitat to reach more families through a subsidized solu-
tion in the short-term, with the option of integrating them into the Habi-
tat loan program in the future. 

The  20 square meter core housing unit consists of one to two rooms, and 
exceeds the Sphere standards of living space for five people (the average 
Haitian family size). There is a separate sanitation structure (with latrine 
and shower: 4 m2).

Core Housing Designs for Disaster Response and 
Mitigation
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 Spur rebuilding efforts by 
providing financial support 
and vocational training for 50 
small and medium size en-
terprises and 250 workers in 
the low-income construction 
sector
Training in construction skills 
through the Building and Training 
Center (BTC): Habitat is providing 
vocational training, facilitating jobs 
in the construction sector and sup-
porting construction-sector related 
small enterprises through Building 
and Training Centers in Gonaives 
and Cap-Haitien. 

The project is supported by an 
USAID sub-grant for $900,000 
through CHF International, HFHI and with additional support from the 
Saje Foundation.

Expected impact: 
1000 long-term jobs created (more than 6 months) 
240 micro and small enterprises (MSEs) established 
540 people receiving vocational training certificates
220 vulnerable people (mainly women and youth) in construction sector jobs 
850 families’ trained in how to do improvements on their houses

Advocate for disaster mitigation by training 2,000 families and working with municipalities in 
urban planning and relocation.
Training in disaster preparedness and mitigation: Disaster mitigation and prevention training in coordination 
with local government (Civil Defense), community groups, and other NGOs such as World Vision, is a key ele-
ment for reducing families’ vulnerability to disasters potentially saving lives. 

Habitat has already partnered with Civil Defense in Cabaret to provide this training to families.  

Where are we in the process?

Habitat is starting a pilot test of 5 core home designs (20 square meters with a separate 4 square meter latrine/
shower unit) incorporating low-cost, accessible building materials and technologies, to be completed by Febru-
ary.

Building and Training Center (BTC) workshop
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Who is supporting this effort?

Thanks to the generosity of Habitat Affiliates Lafayette, Kent County, Boston, South Palm Beach, Orlando, as well 
as Moneygram, we have raised $170,000 in new pledges/donations. 

In addition, at least $300,000 of funding from the USAID KATA project and HFHI for the BTC and home re-
pairs will support this effort through the next two years.

However, we still face a huge challenge in raising the additional $6.5 million we estimate is needed to transform 
2,000 families’ lives.

How can you help?

Your support is needed to help Hai-
tians recover from this disaster and 
have a secure home to shelter them 
from future storms. Every donation 
is welcome. 

Your $200,000 donation would help 
to either provide 50 Haitian families 
who lost their homes with new core 
homes ($4,000 each), or help an 
estimated150 families whose homes 
were damaged with needed home 
repairs (average price per repair 
estimated at $1,500).  

Your $100,000 donation would pro-
vide 25 families with core homes or 
50 with home repairs. 

Your $25,000 donation would provide 6 families with core homes or 16 
families with home repairs.

Child standing in front of his former home in Caba-
ret, Haiti (September 2008).
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